
CONGRESSMAN OLVER TO OPEN NEW UNIVERSALLY-ACCESSIBLE TRAIL AT HANCOCK SHAKER VILLAGE

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressman John Olver announced that the Farm and Forest Trail at Hancock Shaker Village will open to the public on Saturday, September 29, 2007.  Congressman Olver will cut the ribbon at 9:30 AM. 

 Federal funding enabling the completion of the project was secured by Congressman John Olver in 2004. 

 The one-mile long universally accessible loop trail is illustrated with explanatory signage that describes the historical, environmental, social, cultural, and natural significance of the area.  Twelve-feet wide and constructed of historically appropriate surface material, the trail will accommodate pedestrians, wheelchairs, strollers, wagons, sleighs, cross-country skis or snowshoes throughout the year. 

 The trail winds its way through hardwood forests that supplied lumber for the Shakers’ world-renowned crafts and trades, past maple trees that were once part of a Shaker sugar bush and offers views of Shaker quarries. Guided walks and thematic programs encompassing the trail’s interpretive subject matter will be offered next year for visitors of all ages. 

 To date, Hancock Shaker Village has primarily interpreted and conducted programs on only 50 of its 1,200 acres, mostly in the Village center and its nearby landscape. The Farm and Forest Trail will offer the opportunity to expand visitors’ understanding of the Village beyond the barns, barnyards, and the gardens now including outlying croplands, fields, quarries and woodlands that have not been fully accessible during the Village’s 47 year’s as an outdoor history site. 

 "I am very pleased to see this wonderful project come to fruition," Congressman John Olver said.  "For nearly 50 years, the Hancock Shaker Village has brought the history of our region to life.  The Trail will be a wonderful addition to the Village’s programming." 

 "Inspiration for the development of this trail came from the desire to create a truly integrated outdoor experience for visitors of all ages," commented Ellen Spear, president and CEO of Hancock Shaker Village. "Through this trail we will communicate the importance of the land to Shaker life, linking the Shakers’ stewardship of the woodlands, and their sustainable use of trees for baskets, plants for food and healing, and stone for building. We are grateful to Congressman John Olver for his role in securing the critical funding for the project. Most important, it is a beautiful and peaceful walk in the woods!" 

 Saturday, September 29th is also the kick off of the two-day 10th annual Country Fair at Hancock Shaker Village. The Country Fair, one of the largest in Berkshire County, celebrates the fall harvest with a Farmer’s Market, Crafter’s Area, and Kid’s Tent. Farming demonstrations, native livestock, a timber frame building workshop, delicious heirloom vegetables, food and herbal tea tastings, garden tours, a pie baking contest and opportunities to participate in fall harvest farm chores round out this full schedule. 

 In addition to federal participation, funding for the trail comes from Berkshire Bank, TD Banknorth, Coolidge Hill Foundation, Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation, Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation, Xeric Foundation and Peter Jensen Associates. 

 Hancock Shaker Village members and children 12 and under are admitted free of charge. Admission for adults is $15.00 and youth visitors aged 13 - 17 are $5. The Village is open daily from 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

 About Hancock Shaker Village Hancock Shaker Village, in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, is situated on 1,200 acres of farm, field and woodland. The fully restored Village includes 20 buildings, 22,000 examples of Shaker furniture, crafts, tools and clothes, as well as heritage farm animals and spectacular gardens. Tours, craft and cooking demonstrations, lectures, and a variety of activities for children and families appropriate to every season are available, as well as a Cafe and Museum Store. Open year-round. Hancock Shaker Village is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is supported in part by grants from The Massachusetts Cultural Council and Institute of Museum and Library Services. For more information, call (800) 817-1137.  

For additional information please contact Stephanie French, publicist, Hancock Shaker Village, (413) 519-1829, 
sfrenchmarketing@comcast.net .  
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